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Picot Edge Tutorial   

Make a clean picot edge without sewing or using a provisional cast-on 
 
To see larger versions of the pictures, go to http://maiaspins.typepad.com/maiaspins/2009/03/ditty-bag.html and click 
on any picture. 

 
 
 
 
Casting On: 
Make a slip knot about 8 inches from the end.  Using the 
e-loop cast on, cast on 61 sts including the slip knot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cast on edge may 
look a bit wonky.  Don't 
worry about it, it won't be 
seen when you are done.  
This picture makes it look 
like the two yarns ends 
will be at the same end of 
the needle.  This is not the 
case. 

 
Row 1: knit, turn work. 
Row 2: knit all but the last stitch.  Divide sts onto three needles and 
shift the unworked st to the first needle.  You will be joining to work in 
the round.  Be sure there isn't a twist in the join. 
Round 3: k2tog (the unworked stitch and the first st on the first 
needle), knit to the end of the round. (60 sts) 
Rounds 4 - 7: knit 
Round 8: * k2tog, yo * (picot round) 
Rounds 9 - 15: knit. 
 
I find it easiest 
to start on 3 
needles for a 
round or two 
and then shift to 
4 needles (my 
preference). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here is how it will look after you’ve knit a few rounds past the 
picot round. 
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Now you'll knit together the live sts with the cast on edge.  The e-loop cast on edge has a series of loops in between 
the sts.  There should be 60 loops (between the 61 sts cast on).  
 

 
Join Round (Round 16): Pick up the first loop to the left of the 
join and place it on the needle.  Knit together the first st and the 
picked up loop.  Repeat this process.  Each live st will be knit 
together with a picked up loop.  
 
 
 

 
It may help to pick up loops on a smaller needle (if 
you have one).  I pick up 10 or so at a time.  It will 
get very awkward if you try to pick them all up in the 
beginning.  (Yes, that is paint on my fingers!) 
 
 
 
The completed picot edge should look very clean. 

 
 
   The purl side as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
I can’t wait to see what you make!  Email me with 
questions, comments, suggestions, or pictures at 
maia@tactilefiberarts.com. 
 


